May 27, 2025
The Honorable Howard Lutnick

Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

RE: NIST's Critical Role in OSCAL Development and Implementation
Dear Secretary,

On behalf of the OSCAL Foundation, we thank the Department of Commerce and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) for their leadership in developing and maintaining
the Open Security Controls Assessment Language (OSCAL). As the federal government
prioritizes efficiency, transparency, and modernization, OSCAL offers a powerful tool for
achieving these goals in cybersecurity compliance.

OSCAL automates traditional manual and time-consuming processes of security assessments,
transforming months-long audits into real-time continuous monitoring. The results speak for
themselves, yielding faster compliance cycles, lower costs, and stronger, more agile cyber
defenses. Adoption across federal agencies, major cloud providers, and regulated industries
continues to grow, underscoring the need for sustained support and investment.

Key benefits of OSCAL include:

Reduction in compliance costs Through automation of documentation and reporting.
Enhanced security posture Via continuous monitoring and real-time oversight.
Improved interoperability across tools, agencies, and sectors.

Accelerated Authorization to Operate (ATO) timelines enabling faster deployment of
secure systems.
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To maintain this momentum and align with the Administration’s commitment to smarter
government operations, we respectfully urge the Department to:

1. Continue funding, with adequate resources, OSCAL’s development and maintenance.

2. Promote broader adoption through agency-wide education and outreach, especially to
small and mid-sized organizations.

3. Champion cross-agency implementation to maximize return on investment.

The OSCAL Foundation, comprising leaders from government, industry, and academia, is ready
to collaborate and partner with the Department of Commerce and NIST in advancing these
efforts.


https://oscalfoundation.org/

NIST’s work on OSCAL is a model for impactful public-private partnership. With your continued
support, this initiative will help reduce regulatory burdens while enhancing our national
cybersecurity resilience.

Respectfully,

The OSCAL Foundation





